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TWO OUTSTANDING ANIMAL WELFARE
SCIENTISTS RECOGNISED
UFAW Medals awarded in recognition of remarkable
contribution to animal welfare
The two 2017 winners of the Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) Medal
for Outstanding Contributions to Animal Welfare Science have been announced. A
commemorative medal and award will be presented to Professors Sandra Edwards and
Jeff Rushen at UFAW’s International Symposium on measuring animal welfare at Royal
Holloway, University of London from the 27-29th of June.
The UFAW Medal recognises exceptional achievements of individual scientists who
have made fundamental contributions to the advancement of animal welfare over a
number of years. The award is open to individuals, anywhere in the world, whose
research, teaching, service and advocacy has significantly benefited the welfare of
animals. UFAW was very pleased this year to recognise the remarkable achievements
of both Sandra and Jeff.
Professor Sandra Edwards of the School of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development,
at Newcastle University is a world-wide respected expert on pig welfare. Her research
has focused on the major welfare issues facing the pig industry worldwide, seeking to
better understand these problems at a scientific level and using this knowledge to
develop approaches to enhance pig welfare that are feasible for the industry to readily
adopt. Many of the welfare projects that Sandra has led involve collaborations between
government, academia, NGOs and industry seeking to work together for the benefit of
animals.
In addition she has given her services to provide expertise on farm animal welfare for
influential policy/advisory committees such as Farm Animal Welfare Council (FAWC)
and European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), the industry, and welfare assurance
schemes.
Sandra has published more than 200 papers and book chapters and serves on the
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editorial board for a range of journals. She has inspired young animal scientists and
agriculturalists through her teaching animal welfare, how to measure and promote it.
Sandra was nominated for this award by Dr Catherine Douglas, a fellow lecturer at the
School of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development at Newcastle University who said:
“with a global push towards sustainable intensification in animal production, it is
reassuring that Sandra turned down retirement to continue championing the animals’
welfare.”
UFAW’s second medal winner, Professor Jeff Rushen of the Dairy Education &
Research Centre, University of British Columbia, has an extraordinary lifetime record in
the field of animal welfare science. He has co-authored the most important books to
date on both the welfare of cattle, and stereotypic animal behaviour.
Over the course of his career, Jeff has published over 300 papers that provide a model
of clear-thinking and research excellence. Amongst his work has been a series of very
high impact papers on how people can become an important source of fear for animals,
and how this fear can be mitigated to improve human-animal relationships.
Jeff also has an impressive record of service and leadership within the field. He led
Canada’s National Farm Animal Care Council (NFACC) process ensuring that the
welfare standards are science-based, and also served as science expert to the Council.
He was a member of the European Food Safety Authority working group reviewing dairy
cow welfare and is currently a member of the US Farmed Animal Well- being
Commission for Beef.
Dr Derek Haley from the University of Guelph, Canada was one of Jeff’s sponsors for
the award. He said: “A key contribution has been Jeff’s work assisting animal
agriculture in understanding and addressing animal welfare issues … In particular his
service in helping develop the species Codes of Practice for the Care and Handling of
Farm Animals in Canada has been exceptional. His knowledge of the issues and the
science around those issues, together with his level-headed approach to making real
change, have made him highly sought after when it comes to compiling the
requirements animal agriculture must follow to ensure the welfare of their animals.”
UFAW’s Chief Executive Dr Robert Hubrecht, who will be presenting the awards, said:
“Professors Jeff Rushen and Sandra Edwards are both world-leading experts in their
fields, who have made substantial contributions to our understanding of farm-animal
needs and husbandry. They are very worthy winners of the 2017 UFAW medal”

-ENDSJune 2017
SCIENCE IN THE SERVICE OF ANIMAL WELFARE
Chief Executive and Scientific Director: Robert C Hubrecht OBE BSc PhD FSB
Secretary: Jane Moorman
Registered Charity No. 207996 (Registered in England) and Company Limited by Guarantee No. 579991

UNIVERSITIES FEDERATION FOR ANIMAL WELFARE
The Old School, Brewhouse Hill, Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire AL4 8AN, UK.
Tel: +44(0)1582 831818 Fax: +44(0)1582 831414
Website: http://www.ufaw.org.uk
Email: ufaw@ufaw.org.uk

Established 1926

Media contact: Dr Robert Hubrecht, Chief Executive and Scientific Director, UFAW. Tel:
01582-831818, email hubrecht@ufaw.org.uk
Note to editors:
The Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) is an internationally recognised,
independent scientific and educational animal welfare charity. It works to improve knowledge
and understanding of animals’ needs in order to achieve high standards of welfare for farm,
companion, research, captive wild animals and those with which we interact in the wild.
UFAW improves animal welfare worldwide through its programme of awards, grants and
scholarships; by educational initiatives, especially at university and college level; by providing
information in books, videos, reports and in its scientific journal Animal Welfare; by providing
expert advice to governments and others, including for legislation and ‘best practice’ guidelines
and codes; and by working with animal keepers, scientists, vets, lawyers and all those who care
about animals. This work relies on the support of members, subscribers and donors.
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