











11th UFAW Vacation Scholarship meeting, University of Chester

This year’s UFAW Vacation Scholarship meeting, where successful scholars present
the findings of their studies, was held at the University of Chester in December
2008. Besides the high quality of the talks, one of the features of these meetings is
the wide range of subjects covered, and this year was especially diverse. Amongst
these was the study undertaken by Janina Mukanowa (Royal Holloway and Bedford
New College) who was seeking to determine whether
a social amoeba, Dictyostelium discoideum, might
make a suitable alternative to the animals normally
used to test the emetic effect of new medicines. Her
Some of the Vacation Scholars and ~ Work showed that Dictyostelium might indeed prove
Schola“;;’;;’ ;’;‘:’;’I’;‘Zsj;lc”e‘j;g,off‘é";’?‘;astggf to be a suitable replacement, for the initial screening
Photo: Steve Wickens.  of new medicines at least, and she is seeking further
funding to carry on this work.

Also pleasing was the interest in animal welfare shown by students from outside the
traditional life science background. Lorna Wilson, who is reading mathematics at the
University of Oxford, presented her study on the ‘Statistical examination of latency to
choose as a measure of laying hen welfare’. Much of animal welfare science is based
upon the appropriate application of statistical techniques, so it was good to hear that
Lorna hopes to continue to work in this area.

Other notable features of the meeting include the inaugural talk from the first, of what
we hope is many, overseas UFAW Vacation Scholarship students. Mona Wendelin,
who is studying at the Estonian University of Life Sciences under the supervision of
UFAW link Dr David Arney, gave a very good talk about pain markers in horses
recovering from laminitis. UFAW 3Rs Liaison Scholar Anjanette Harris (University
of Edinburgh) and Hume Fellow Dr Johanneke van der Harst (University of Utrecht),
also talked about their exciting work on how environmental enrichment seems to
indirectly enhance cognitive performance in rats, and on anticipatory behaviour and
drug-discrimination as tools to assess welfare and elucidate subjective feelings in
animals respectively.

UFAW would like to thank everyone who attended or contributed to this popular
meeting, including those students who attended from Warwickshire and Bishop
Burton Colleges and the scholars whose excellent presentations helped make it such
an enjoyable day. Special thanks are due to those speakers who kindly agreed to attend
from overseas, and to the staff and students at Chester, and especially Dr Emma
Creighton, for their hospitality and assistance with the meeting.

UFAW’s Vacation Scholarship scheme was established in 1983 to encourage
and support interest in animal welfare science amongst young people at UK
colleges and universities. It now also includes overseas institutions. Almost
250 students have now participated in the scheme. This year, as usual, studies
covered a very wide range of subject areas including: enrichment for captive
sloth bears, screening for deafness in dogs, pain responses in lambs, benefits
of ranging in laying hens, enrichment for pigs, and pain assessment in
working donkeys. The annual meeting provides a forum for scholars to
present their work to peers.
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Small Project and
Travel Awards 2008

The UFAW Small Project and
Travel Award scheme has
continued throughout 2008 to
support a variety of projects
aimed at benefiting animal
welfare. UFAW is keen to both
encourage and support young
academics in the field of animal  photo: Joana Marques
welfare and to further extend

international links.

Successful applicants in 2008 included Dr Joana
Marques, a recent doctoral graduate from Portugal,
who was supported in her attendance at an
international conference to present her work on
improving the welfare of pre-weaning mice through a
novel characterisation routine for phenotyping and
monitoring welfare. Ms Wiebke Wellbrock, currently
studying for her Masters in Animal Science, The
Netherlands, received funds to assist in her work
investigating the effect that the European welfare
directives will have on recent EU accession countries
— in particular, the directives related to pig welfare
and their effect on pig farms in Croatia.

Other projects which have been supported include a
fish welfare session at the Aquaculture Canada
conference due to take place later this year. The
importance of investigating sentience in fish and the
impact that these findings may have on the
aquaculture industry, is increasingly being recognised
and UFAW looks forward to hearing about the
outcomes of this conference later in 20009.

UFAW’s objectives
include dissemination
of animal welfare
information. Therefore
a number of UFAW
publications, including
the Journal Animal
Welfare, were donated
to both Chittagong
Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University,
Bangladesh, and the
newly set-up Animal
Welfare Resource
Centre, managed by
ACIN-International in
Kenya.
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The UFAW University Links
scheme

UFAW’s University Link scheme, which
seeks to encourage interest in the science
of animal welfare at academic institutions,
has continued to expand. The newest
additions are Hartpury College,
Gloucestershire, Sdao Paulo State
University in Brazil, Pontificia
Universidad Catolica de Chile, and the
University of Lisbon. We look forward to
reporting on their activities in the future.

If you are interested in becoming a link person for your
university and assisting UFAW in this way, then please
contact us (ufaw@ufaw.org.uk).

Further information about link universities and the
scheme can be found on the UFAW website.

Support for an animal welfare science
teaching and research post in Israel?

The UFAW SAWI Fund (its name reflects its origin — the
Society for Animal Welfare in Israel) provides funds
specifically for the support of animal welfare initiatives in
Israel. Talks have begun with our contacts at universities
in Israel to explore the possibility of helping to fund a new
animal welfare science teaching and research post. This
would be an excellent way of helping to promote strategic
developments for animal welfare and to stimulate further
interest in the subject and we hope to be able to find a way
forward.
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Garden Bird
Health initiative
(GBHi)

Congratulations to
Becki Lawson of the
Institute of Zoology
who won the best
student presentation
award at the European
Association for
Wildlife Disease
Conference, Croatia,
September 2008. Her presentation was entitled ‘The
Garden Bird Health initiative: a novel citizen science
scheme for garden bird health surveillance’. The GBHi
work this year has revealed that trichomoniasis has
continued to be a common cause of death in finches and,
in collaboration with the University of East Anglia,
molecular diagnostic methods are being used to try to
identify the strain involved. In addition to the long-term
supporters, we are most grateful to Defra which has
contributed £25,000 to the GBHi project this year.

Welfare of ‘alternative’
livestock species

In 2008 UFAW’s Scientific Officer, Elizabeth Carter, was
awarded a Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship by
the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust (WCMT) for her
project entitled: ‘Alternative livestock farming:
considerations for animal welfare’. Liz is interested in the
welfare of alternative livestock species that are farmed in
the UK, especially those that are not native to the UK and
are still considered principally wild, and therefore require

Notification for election to Council
at the 2009 AGM

In accordance with Article 46 of the Constitution,
members’ nominations for election to Council at
the 2009 AGM must reach the UFAW office
between Sth August and 2nd September 2009.
Further information is available from the UFAW
Secretary.

2009 Annual General Meeting

This year’s AGM will be held in the afternoon of
Wednesday 14th October 2009 at the UFAW office
(The Old School, Brewhouse Hill,
Wheathampstead, Herts). Full details of the time
and business of the meeting will be sent to
members in due course.

a Dangerous Wild Animal Licence to keep. The species
Liz selected for her project include ostrich, bison and
crocodile. It is estimated that there are approximately 100
ostrich farms, 20 bison farms and one crocodile farm in
the UK at present, and this is likely to increase. Relatively
little welfare science literature has been published for any
of these three species.

As part of her Fellowship, Liz visited countries
established in the farming of these species, including
South Africa (ostrich), USA and Canada (bison) and
Australia (crocodiles). Liz is now continuing her work
and will be submitting her findings to the WCMT during
the coming year. For more information about the WCMT
please visit http://www.wcmt.org.uk/.
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Spring Appeal
Help support the expanding Vacation Scholarship scheme

UFAW’s Vacation Scholarship programme was started in 1983 as a way of encouraging and supporting
interest in the scientific approach to animal welfare amongst students at UK colleges and universities. Since
its inception, almost 250 students have been supported and the scholarships have proved to be the starting
point for many into further study and professional involvement in animal welfare science.
The popular and successful programme has recently been extended to include students from overseas
institutions where there is a UFAW ‘Link’ person.

Your support will help ensure that the scholarships continue to play an important role in the development
of animal welfare science and its vital contribution to improving animals’lives, in the UK and overseas.

If you would like to contribute please send a donation to the Spring 2009 Appeal at the UFAW
office address. Many thanks!

Thanks to all those who contributed to the Autumn 2008 Appeal in support of the UFAW
companion animal welfare and breeding project.

Other ways you can
support the work of UFAW

UFAW's work relies on the support and generosity of members and donors, and this support is greatly appreciated. In
addition to our Spring and Autumn Appeals, here are some other ways you can help promote animal welfare and
animal welfare science:

Become a member Join our Regular Giving programme

Individual membership is just £10 a year (£5 for
students). Corporate membership from £20 a year.

Recruit a member
If you are already a member, why not recruit a
colleague or friend?

Support the University Links

There are currently 35 academic institutions
worldwide represented. You can participate in their
activities and help promote UFAW’s objectives.

Subscribe to ‘Animal Welfare’

The quarterly scientific and educational journal
now has full online access and back issue search
facility for subscribers.

Regular monthly donations greatly help us to plan
UFAW activities.

Pledge a legacy

Over the years legacies have been extremely important
to UFAW’s work. An information leaflet on leaving a
legacy is available free from UFAW.

Sponsor an activity

There are frequent opportunities to sponsor particular
activities, events or projects of interest to institutional
or corporate organizations.

Shop at UFAW

Choose from our exclusive range of clothing, stationery,
gifts and cards that also help promote UFAW. Ask for a
brochure or visit www.ufaw.org.uk

For more information on any of these contact the UFAW office.

John Sanford. As this News-Sheet went to press, we were very sorry to hear of the death of Dr John
Sanford who was a long-time supporter, and Chairman of the UFAW Council and HSA Trustees from
2002 to 2004. Our condolences and very best wishes go to John’s wife and family.
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